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9:  Comment noted.  Reclamation believes that the level of analysis for energy resources presented in the EIS appropriately identifies the potential effects of interim surplus criteria.







10:  The water depletion schedules used in DEIS for the modeling of the baseline conditions and surplus alternatives were revised and updated by the Basin States for the FEIS.  The individual states developed these revised schedules in coordination with Reclamation, the various Colorado River water contractors, Indian Tribes and local agencies.  A summary of the updated Upper and Lower Division depletion schedules are presented in Attachments H and K of the FEIS, respectively.

11:  The modeled Colorado River water deliveries under the baseline conditions and surplus alternatives assumed that all Arizona shortages would be absorbed by the Central Arizona Project.  Reclamation acknowledges that under the current priority framework, there would be some sharing of Arizona shortage between the Central Arizona Project and other Priority 4 users.  However, the bases or formula for the sharing of Arizona shortages is the subject of current negotiations and as such, could not be adequately modeled for the FEIS.  The water supply conditions modeled for the FEIS were used to evaluate the relative differences in water deliveries to each state under baseline conditions and the surplus alternatives.   The normal, surplus and shortage condition water depletion schedules modeled in the FEIS are consistent with the depletion schedules prepared by the Basin States for this purpose.

12:  The applicable guidance appears to be contrary to your comment.  EO 12114, Environmental Effects Abroad of Major Federal Actions, 44 FR 1957, 1979 WL 25866 (Pres.) requires that federal agencies "... consider the significant effects of their actions on the environment outside the U.S., its territories and possessions,..." Recent CEQ guidance for transboundary impacts, dated July 1,1997, appears consistent with the approach in the Executive Order.

13:  Comment noted.
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